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CoNTRARY TO ROBERI 14USifS classlc novel The t'lan Wthout Qualities', Topio
y/inen s a man ofquite a few qualties. He is a record producei a radio music journa ist,

a progressive rock guitarist specialised n the music ofPink Fio)d a singer songwritei
and ast but delnitvely not least ajazz composen His prevousjazz album IYortalty
(Ec pse Mus c ELP 202020) was nom nated forthe nationa EMI'1A award (the F nn sh

equiva ent ofthe Crammy), but scandaousy did not winlazz Album ofthe Year Along
w th /ro Hoorki Vespers (ECM 2172) tshouid have been the FinnishlazzAbum ofthe
decade as faras l'm concerned.

There are more d fferences than sim arties between this new album and ts prede-
cessor. The composrtiona process ofJ'4ortallty 2 was much shorter Also Tap o Y nen
was composing more consciouslyto rnake the mus c ftthe lYorta ity Ensemb e, but as

otherwork ob gations rnade their interventon, on y bass st]or,Huhtoio and drummer
M,kd Korio rema n ed Irom the or gina ensem ble lnd th s to be an advantagethough
The change ofpeßonne andthe diversty ofarrangements bythe ensemble n]embers
glvethis album a much more distinctive sound ofits own "lwas notgoingto make
th s a bum as a repetition ofthe first one but, nstead, ookatthsas an independent
cont nuation ofthe story", Ylnen himsefma ntains.

The cont nuation comes a most organ cally since Mofta ityvol,2
s also a concept album. lt was, howevei composed and realised lr a more postive

state ofmlnd than the lrst one. "The pieces in lYortalty vo. were composed in the
utmost darkness ofa personal crisis. This a bum s much more reflective where I look
at the loss ofmy w fe from somewhat ofan outs der's po nt ofview, and as someone
who survived a malor criss.'

The composition'For Oona was composed durlngthe n ghtwhen Neo's and Tapio's
daughter Oono was born "Oona was born dur ngthe pandem c", says Tap o 'to
because of a lthe restr ctions the hosp tal staff hau to send me rght back horne after
Nea had given birth. One can hear the resu ts of the se f ref ect ons of re-becoming a

father from these nstrumental tunes.

"To compose, for me, s a.omb naton of ucky moments and hard work. Sometimes
it is not so easy to see where a lucky moment ends, and the work stats. Often in
these stuat ons I may d s.over an nteresting chord sequence ora shoar melody line
and realize thatthls may be a good staar for . something And then I start craft ng
that someth ng.'

So the composltions process brings to m nd end the triangle of nnovatlon, elabo-
rat on and execut on, as Su lahn Eliat Gordiner des.r bes ln his book A Portra t ofl.s.
Boch.

'The reason to reflect mortaity with nstrumental music is smpythat lhaven'tfound
the right words to descr be it Desperate l"leasures be ngthe except on. Th s vocal
version ofDesperate l"leasures is beautfu y interpreted by Ter Mantere "

What aboutthe music on th s a bum? Foirunately t s,agan,asgoodastosaythatit
goes beyond words.

- Markku sdo,TheJazz Preacher (YLE Radio I -.lazzradio), l'larch 2023




